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Emilio Mignone had just returned to Argentina after an. 
extensive trip through the United States, Central America 
and Europe. During the two-hour luncheon the following 
topics were discussed:. , 
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Inter-American Human Rights Commission (IAHRC) Visit 
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Mignone said. that he had spent time in Washington with the . ;■ ; 

IAHRC’s Aguilar, Vargas, and Moyer. Aguilar .portrayed the 
IAHRC„meeting with Montes on the Argentine visit as a stand- ; 
off. Aguilar told Mignone that at the conclusion of Montes •’ J*j 
presentation extending a limited invitation to the IAHRC tos^.-,, 
visit Argentina to verify that the legal and juridical system A 
protected human rights, Aguilar informed Montes that the terms^^j 
for a visit .were unacceptable. Montes stated that he would ^ 
prefer not to reply to the Commission now but would instead 
refer the matter to Buenos Aires for further consideration. • . * 

Mi^nOne said when he left Washington several weeks ago they -., c ^ 


Commission had still not receive a reply from the GOA. 
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Aguilar told Mignone that he expected the GOA. to delay 
replying ‘in the hope of gaining time. However,^Aguilar■ 
'emphasized that from now on the primary focus of ;the 
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Commission would be on Argentina. Mignone noted that at the •’ 
Commission's offices he had seen a.room filled two'boxes 


• deep r :with'letters and information regarding Argentina. 

; : 'V-^Xb. '• ; ‘ 1 ■ b V 

V ;Migho’ne "said he would formally-propose that the PADH submit \ 


^-the;3,000 plus signed testimonial 
-for. inclusion in the Commission’s 


s in its files to the IAHRC/ 


for; inclusion in . the Commission’s study. Mignone also mentioned^ 
^l^that during his travels, he had .obtained funding to pay for " 

, ; the travel of witnesses from Argentina to appear before the 
IAHRC.' .r ■ . . : 




Mignone*s Presentafion 


v-Mignone said he had made the' same basic. presentation during • 

. his trip. .He had referred to the May. 17 LA PRENSA list of s 
2,505 disappeared cases' and had indicated that the '.Permanent 
Assembly had another 500 disappearance cases on hand.; ; b (NoteT^^i 
These cases were 7 forwarded to the Ministry of -Interior- on\^X^v*%^ 
August 8.) He expressed his personal opinion that the number 
of cases registered with the Permanent Assembly represented: • dXX 
only a fraction of the actual disappearance cases. He thehy^^-i 
pointed out examples from towns'where he had .close .ties : - h 
His home town, of Lujan with a population of 70,000 people • 'r. 
had 18 disappearance cases but only six had been registered 
at the Assembly. The neighboring town of Mercedes which had' 
about the same population had 22 disappearance cases but only. 
seven were registered. In Bahia Blanca, of the 25 disappearance^ 
.> cases he knew of, only. .three were listed, with the Assembly; 


Mignone had stressed the large number of people, affected in - ; X 
Argentina. In addition to a conservative estimate of 15,000 
disappeared persons, there were 3500 PEN prisoners plus ' . Vpv 
another 30,000 persons who he estimated had been picked up., ’ 
questioned, and released, by Argentine authorities. The. total 4*% 
- was approximately 50,000 persons who had been affected by, 
the anti-subversive effort. But, he asserted-^',.- by the * 
government’s . own admission only 80(3 of^hes^lndividuals 
'been sentenced-?-less than 2 percent/ Wignoiie Concluded 
these dramatic ’figures demonstrated that there was a concerted^- 
government policy to process anti-subversive suspects outside 


of the normal judicial procedures. 


Mignone stated flatly that he has seen no ..progress in-1978 
on the major human rights issues in Argentina: lj information 1 
.^.bout the disappeared; 2) suspension of "midnight operations"; ‘ 
charging or freeing PEN prisoners and 4) ’ improving 
3ail •• conditions. . ^ '\k • 
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Mignone' s' Trip- - i.te or 1 ted Sta tes 


Mignorie described his visits with State Department 


-o • — — — --— • —--- ---—:-* ~ ' 

.House,- and congressional officials. He was very pleased 


that he. had been widely received by Administration officials|'i>:*^ 
in-Washington. He noted that WOLA had been very helpful'a 
during his Washington visit. His meeting with three or.* -*^4 
four Congressmen (including Congressman Harkin) and five'.qfs^lj 
six congressional staffers on Argentina had been usef 
He also met with members of the United States Catholic 
Conference regarding improving communications .between’ thev^^-j|?*gS 

TT O J A ~ ^ ■ ^ 1 - 1T_‘ _J.’U'_X. J . .J J--U MCi, 1 


U.S. and Argentine churches. He also discussed with. NAS "and- 


AAAS officials ways in which U.S. doctors and scientists 
.participating at the October Cancer Conference ’could demorv^^f^^ 


strate their concern regarding the human rights situation \anJ5 $?-&$ 

In New York he met. with ADL' s Latin American representat 
Rabbi Rosenthal; Wi f f 1 er of Vbo Nflt-inn?il flminni 1 nf Cliirf 
Brady Tyson at- 


1; Wiffler of. the National Council of ^Cliurclaes^^feg^ 
-USUN, and a number of human rights activists,^^^^ 


He said that he was most impressed with a group of young 


lawyers working on a grant from the Ford Foundation to . 
document cases for presentation to 'the- United Nations fromy^jv^ 
Argentina and other problem countries. Mignone met with 
officials of the Argentine Information Service Committee . 
who had been receiving•support from this Ford Foundation ; !• ' 

group. Mignone • noted that^^fhe AISC received a considerable;- 
amount of information fi/om the\Montoneros and be suspected the 


AISC.may have received 
trying to build” up lead 4 
Argentine professional dommuni 
from any ties with;the Msmtor 


well. AISC members.were 
id participation from the 


in : New York and move away ;/ 


Mignone T s Trip--The Nether1ands 



organizations receive funding from ’the government, but are v, ^*£^P 
responsible, for its distribution. While there he-saw.a 


special screening of the two-hour. Dutch television program? 
on Argentina. He noted that’the Argentine’Embassy had ’ 
sti'ongly protested the programs and had asked for. a copy 
of the film. This had been .turned down by the Dutch TV 
Stations ; v He said this, would be reassuring to the Assembly 


members and Mothers who 


d been filmed 


OONFIDBNTIAL . 






In Belgium Mignone met with Catholic and refugee organizations 

• * • ’ : ' • . " . • 

During his'stay in Brussels, he was phoned by a representative 
of the Montoneros who requested a meeting. Mignone said he 
"turned the Montonero's offer down flat and emphasized that -,j s 
any false Montonero claim that such a meeting had taken places 
would not only hurt him, but also the Permanent Assembly. •’ 

* . ,rr .- ' • y 

Mignone stressed to me that his trip was personal and that ■’ ;L* 

he'had received no.funding or specific support-for the tr-ip %' 

from the Permanent Assembly^_However, during his trip, he .-.'-IV? 

could not deny that he was ___Vice President of the Assembly^ 

Mignone* s Trip--London • • ; - • , 

Patricia Finney, Amnesty-International Latin American 
ordinator spent a lot of time with Mignone in London.. ’ '.Tjvi 
Mignone said the highlight of his visit to London was a 
1:00 AM meeting in the Hous^^pfnSqmmons wi th Foreign Mini g fry'., 
HtatP- S ecretary o-r,a g . ^During this meeting. Rolands"'expf es Ved 
d isappo intment that the B ritish Embassy in Buenos We s' " 

f not doing more on the rig it ot oppo-pn refugee program . 

Rowlands nad sai d that he you la h^ve a sp£dlai orncer detai 
t o Buenos Aires WS""7Tgai Ruwlmi^ auh 'ea 

that the labor government wtetTIH Innapn fho rrit-pri^ f nr 
refugee right of option visas to the UK. Previously? a per 
had to have some c*ear--anrt nrirn- r.iafim Mifh i-no UK., such 
"as a British grandmother's,or having... gtirfipH at a Bri t-i e v c-.vr, 

* Mow, file IULt Ul UOverniDenf, would consider an offer , of 
sponsorsnip py Amnesty /or other numanitanan group ^ as 
suiticient.basisVto gfant the detainee a visa. Mignone* 
raised the arms sale issue directly with Rowlands, Rowlands 
said <the British were trying to sell some frigates to 
Argentina which certainly could not be used for human right 
violations and did help the UK's balance of payments, 

Mignone countered with the fact - that the British- ships ;oui 
be used to take the Malvinas, Rowland laughed heartily. 

Mignone also met in London with David Stefhen, Assistant 
to Foreign Minister Owen, members of the Joint Group for ' 

Latin American Refugees, Catholic organizations and Lore 
Avenbury, who headed, the Amnesty study mission to Argentina 
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Mignone 1 s Trip - -Geneva 


Mignone's meetings with the UN Human Rights staff under sc or.ed|^g^| 
-the Geneva-based organisation slow and ponderous bureaucracy;^^h’A'y| 
The staff * s Judgment was that although Argentine Ambassador 
Martinez performed very oadly in the meetings; he was very,.L 
‘ ‘ Martinez was described as an expert^ 


good in the corridors. 


log roller--swapping votes for support on human rights issues^^^l 


with other countries for Argentine support for their par.-ti 
national issues. There v?as serious concern that there would 
not be a quorum for the scheduled Working Group Meeting on -5 


Argentina.. 



UN staff felt 'that they had less real power .to• get things 


done than did 'the In ter-American Human Rights Commission.:, 

He noted .that the US representative was thought to be good A’ 


Mignone said he had a good, but not exciting, meeting with 4 ,- “rT^iSjg 
the Red CrosiS) representatives. He said that he had found 
his conversations with the .UNHCR, more useful. Leonardo 


.Franco, r ~arT ■ Argentine on the staff, and the High Commission's 
press representative Phillips'Le Brevaux, & former LE MONDE 
*, correspondent ' in Argentina who was forced to flee for -some ■.. 

negative reports he filed about the government's anti-terrori.s-t^^^ 
campaign-in 1976) were well informed. *> 


Mignone's Trip--Rome 


Mignone stated, that he spent an hour and a half with Cardinaiif^ 
Rironio, an old friend, discussing the human rights 'situation^te^^ 
in Argentina. They had great fun talking about La Plata 
ArchDishop Plaza who Pironio described as a delinquent - 
Misnone also_met f or two, and a half hours with the staff ~J 
members in" ~ _ the Vatican's Foreign Of rice. 

r ■ ■ ' * -idm 



The latter he noted spoke harshly about the Partiao Comuni’sta;* 
de -Argentina, saying that it was an incredible Communist-Par ty^^ 
without a worker'base, totally dependent on support from the, 

USSR.- Mignone also saw the Jesuits while in Rome. • • 

. b • . ' * • 
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